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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE           

SPEAKER DAVID GOWAN & REP. BARTON SPEAK OUT AGAINST  

FEDERAL OVERREACH 
Waters of the United States Regulation Would Burden Communities Across the State 

STATE CAPITOL, AZ (Monday, August 31, 2015) – Speaker of the House David Gowan released the following 

statement after Judge Ralph Erickson of North Dakota blocked President Obama and the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s new Waters of the United States regulation (WOTUS) that was slated to go into effect today: 

“Judge Erikson’s preliminary injunction is a big win for Arizona and its citizens.  The EPA has a long history of 

overstepping its legal authority, but this latest attempt at an unconstitutional water grab is extraordinary even for the 

power-hungry federal agency,” stated Gowan. “The new EPA rule would unnecessarily burden farmers, businesses, 

private property owners, and state and local governments and I stand with Attorney General Brnovich to continue fighting 

in order to prevent it from ever being implemented.” 

Representative Brenda Barton stated, “As Judge Erickson noted yesterday in his order, once the rule takes effect, the 

states will lose their sovereignty over intrastate waters, so needless to say I am very happy that a federal court has thrown 

such a large wrench into the EPA’s overreaching plan to radically expand their power”. 

-###- 

BACKGROUND: 

On March 25, 2014, the EPA released a proposed rule that would assert Clean Water Act jurisdiction over nearly all areas 

with even the slightest of connections to water resources, including man-made conveyances. 

More than 200 organizations and local municipalities have publicly declared their opposition to the proposed WOTUS 

rule.   

Thirteen states, including Arizona, sued to block the rule and met the conditions necessary for a preliminary injunction. 

Judge Ralph Erickson of the District Court for the District of North Dakota found that the 13 states, including Arizona, 

suing to block the rule met the conditions necessary for a preliminary injunction and acted late on Thursday, August 27, to 

block the Obama administration’s controversial water pollution rule, hours before it was due to take effect. 
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